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About the Booster Blitz 
 
What is a Booster Blitz From 21st January to 24th January, capacity at participating 

vaccination clinics has been ramped up to make it as easy as 

possible for Victorians to get their booster vaccination.  

  

Why is there a booster 
blitz? 

All Victorians aged 18 and over are encouraged to get their booster 

vaccination as soon as they're eligible and to encourage others to 

get the booster vaccine. 

A booster dose will help maintain protection against COVID-19, 

help Victoria to remain open and to support community, business 

and schools to continue operating in a COVID safe way 

 

Do I need to make a 
booking for the Booster 
Blitz?  

An additional 60,000 booster appointments will be available for 

booking for Friday 21st January through to Monday 24th January. 

During the Booster Blitz, in addition to the bookings, all 

participating sites offer walk up appointments.  

Booster doses can be booked with local GPs, pharmacists and 

state run vaccination centre  – using the Vaccine Clinic Finder.  

Where is the Booster 
Blitz?  

Participating clinics and extended hours of operation:  

• Royal Exhibition Building (walk-up access available 8am to 

8pm daily during the blitz)   

• Latrobe University Bundoora (walk-up 8am to 8pm daily 

during the blitz)   

• Sandown Racecourse (walk-up 9am to 6:30pm Saturday 

and Sunday)   

• Dandenong Plaza (walk-up 9am to 5pm daily during the 

blitz)   

• Frankston’s Bayside Centre (walk-up 9:30am to 5pm 

Saturday and Sunday)   

https://covid-vaccine.healthdirect.gov.au/booking/
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• Sunshine Hospital (walk-up 8am to 8pm daily during the 

blitz)   

• Bendigo Vaccination Hub (walk-up 9am to 8pm daily during 

the blitz)   

• Ballarat Mercure (walk-up 8:30am to 3pm on Sunday) 

 

General information about third doses 
 
Why do people need third 
doses (boosters)? 

Protection from COVID-19 starts to reduce 4-6 months after a person’s 
second vaccination dose. This is called waning immunity. Without a 
third dose, many double-vaccinated people will soon have limited 
protection. 
 
A third dose will give maximum ongoing protection against COVID-19 
and help keep people, their families and loved ones safe from serious 
illness from COVID-19. 
 
Evidence suggests that a third vaccine dose greatly increases antibody 
levels, and this will likely offer protection against both Delta and the 
Omicron variant of COVID-19.  
 

Who is eligible to get a 
third dose? 

COVID-19 third doses are available to anyone aged 18 and over who 

had their second dose of a COVID-19 vaccine three or more months 

ago.  

Third doses are currently not recommended for people aged 12 to 17 

years. 

What vaccine will be given 
for third doses?    

Eligible people will receive the Pfizer or Moderna vaccine as their third 

dose. You can safely get either Pfizer or Moderna as your third dose 

regardless of which COVID-19 vaccine you received for your two 

primary doses. 

Some people may receive the AstraZeneca vaccine as their third dose 

if they cannot have an mRNA vaccine, such as Pfizer or Moderna, for 

medical reasons.  

If you are not sure which vaccine you should have, speak with your 

doctor. 

 

Is a third dose the same as 
a third primary dose? 

Third doses are different from third primary doses, which are given 
to people who are immunosuppressed (usually two months after their 
second dose), so they can have the same level of protection as the 
general population. 
 

View more information about third doses and third primary doses on 

the who can get vaccinated page. 

 

https://www.health.gov.au/news/booster-doses-of-covid-19-vaccines-recommended-for-people-aged-18-and-over
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/who-can-get-vaccinated
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Can third doses cause side 
effects? 

As can occur with the two primary COVID-19 vaccine doses, third doses 
can also have side effects.  
 
Common and expected side effects include a sore arm at the injection 
site, headache and fatigue. These usually only need treatment with 
paracetamol.  
 
More serious side effects are very rare. 
 
The Victorian Government’s Coronavirus website has more information 
about possible vaccine side effects.  
 

Where are third doses 
available? 

You can get a third dose from your local GP or pharmacist – find one 
near you using the Vaccine Clinic Finder. You can also go to a 
vaccination centre or pop-up clinic to get your third dose. 
 

 
 

COVID-19 positive people and people isolating 
 
Can a person get their 
third dose if they have 
COVID-19?  

No. If a person tests positive for COVID-19, they must immediately go home 
and isolate.  
 
A person who tests positive to COVID-19 cannot leave their home for any 
reason – not even to get their third dose.  
 
 

You are able to get your booster as soon as your symptoms subside.  

 

For more information  see here: COVID Positive Pathways | Coronavirus 
Victoria 

  
Can a person who 
does not have 
COVID-19, but is in 
isolation, go and get 
their third dose?      

No. If a person has been told to isolate, they must follow the advice they are 

given about when they can leave their home.  

If a person is unsure about whether or not they should attend a third dose 

appointment, they can call the Coronavirus Hotline on 1800 675 398 (press 

0 for an interpreter). 
 

Should a person get 
their third dose if they 
feel unwell?   

No. They need to get a COVID-19 test and isolate at home until they receive 

a negative result if they: 

• feel even a little unwell 

• have been to an exposure site 

• have been in close contact with someone who might have COVID-

19. 

 

 

To receive this document in another format, phone 1300 651 160, using the National Relay 
Service 13 36 77 if required, or email COVIDvaccination@dhhs.vic.gov.au. 
Authorised and published by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne.  
©State of Victoria, Australia, Department of Health, December 2021. 

 

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/about-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/about-covid-19-vaccines
https://covid-vaccine.healthdirect.gov.au/booking/
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccination-centres
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/covid-positive-pathways
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/covid-positive-pathways
mailto:COVIDvaccination@dhhs.vic.gov.au

