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Welcome from the Chair of the Gender Equity Coalition for Greater Bendigo 

 

 

 

Welcome to the first Greater Bendigo Gender Equity Newsletter for 2022.    

This edition is being distributed to all Gender Equity Coalition Members, and Community 

supporters, those directly working and or supporting clients, customers and consumers, 

managers, CEO’s and executives and I sincerely hope Board Members.    

  

The Shadow Pandemic 

Gender Equity is everyone’s business, we cannot silo our thinking or actions, if there was ever 

a need for collaboration it’s now. We are aware that the pressure of COVID continues to add 

levels of stress across our society, but we cannot regress in our commitment to gender equity, 

what is good for gender equity is good for society and our economy. Recent reports reinforce 

what many of us know, women, together with other vulnerable members of our community 

have borne the brunt of the economic impact of this pandemic. 

  

A recent paper released by Un Women “the Shadow Pandemic: Violence Against Women and 

Girls and COVID-19,” globally 243 million women and first aged 15-49 have been subjected to 

sexual and or physical violence perpetrated by an intimate partner in the previous 12 months. 

  

Local Action - What we can do 

Locally, regionally we continue to see an increase in the number of women and girls 

experiencing violence #enough is enough. I recommend you connect with the following CARE 

framework developed collectively by many agencies with specialised leadership from 

Women’s Health Loddon Mallee: 

 

Collective Action for Respect and Equality (CARE) – The Loddon Mallee CARE Partnership 

and CARE Framework for the primary prevention of violence against women 

• Linking Loddon Mallee communities 

• Aligning momentum 

• Building partnerships 

https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/in-focus/in-focus-gender-equality-in-covid-19-response/violence-against-women-during-covid-19
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/in-focus/in-focus-gender-equality-in-covid-19-response/violence-against-women-during-covid-19


 

 The Collective Vision:  

“Women and children live free from violence in communities that actively support and 

champion gender equality.”  

 

To find out more about the Loddon Malee CARE Partnership, Click Here            

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

  

General Equity Coalition Members Meeting - March 2020 

From previous newsletter we had intended to hold a face-to-face workshop meeting on 

2nd March 2022, however we are concerned about the COVID environment and organising a 

face-to-face meeting doesn’t seem the best option in March. 

  

We are now planning to substitute the March GEC Workshop with a Webinar – so please keep 

the date in your diary, we will update the invite to a Greater Bendigo Gender Equity Coalition 

March Webinar as soon as we have secured the program. The Webinar will focus on local 

gender equity initiatives and provide links and tools to strengthen knowledge and celebrate 

collaborative practice occurring in our region. 

 

Enjoy the links in this newsletter including a great article from Andrew Cooney sharing his 

thoughts on achieving Gender Equity together. Before you close this edition please pass onto 

colleagues, agencies, or businesses who may not receive the GEC newsletter. 

  

Regards, Sue 

 

Independent Chair 

Greater Bendigo Gender Equity Coalition 

 

SAVE THE DATES, 2022: 

 

 

Wednesday 2 March, 10am – 4pm 

Greater Bendigo Coalition for Gender Equity Workshop  

(date and agenda to be confirmed)  

 

Wednesday 15 June, 2pm – 4pm 

Greater Bendigo Coalition for Gender Equity meeting  

 

Wednesday 24 August, 2pm – 4pm 

Greater Bendigo Coalition for Gender Equity meeting 

 

Wednesday 23 November, 2pm – 4pm 

Greater Bendigo Coalition for Gender Equity meeting 

*Venues TBC 

https://whlm.org.au/care-framework/


Click Here to view the Greater Bendigo Coalition Gender Equity Strategy 

 

To complete an Expression of Interest form to join the Greater Bendigo Coalition for 

Gender Equity, Click Here 

 

 

We encourage you to contribute to the newsletter. Either reply to this email or send 

any content to Kate at blpcp@bchs.com.au 

 

 

 

Local Gender Equity Leader Spotlight 

 

 

 

Why do I value gender equity? 

 

Andrew Cooney, Corporate Performance at 

City of Greater Bendigo and member of the 

Greater Bendigo Coalition for Gender Equity 

talks about gender equity. 

 

To read the article, Click Here 

 

https://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/About/Document-Library/greater-bendigo-coalition-gender-equity-strategy-pdf
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JoinCoalition
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JoinCoalition
https://mcusercontent.com/6c57fae2a819261a2327907e6/files/49a0c492-30ad-c6bf-6ea3-1aa3e667bb2b/Andrew_Cooney_on_Gender_Equity_Article.pdf


 

International Women's Day 2022 

 

 

 

International Women's Day 2022, 8th 

March 

 

The 2022 International Women's Day 

theme is #BreakTheBias. One of the most 

powerful ways groups can support 

International Women's Day is by 

championing their own #BreakTheBias 

campaign within their communities, 

networks, organizations, and groups. The 

International Women's Day website offers a 

place to list events as well as providing 

resources and guidance for running your 

own IWD campaign. 

 

To access the website, Click Here 

  
 

 

Local News 

 

 

 

Rainbow Signpost Documentary 

 

Rainbow Signpost is a documentary 

produced by Trans and Gender Diverse 

Bendigo and Beyond and directed by local 

non-binary person, Xin Hu. 

  

 

The documentary follows the unique 

journey of two transgender people in 

Bendigo. The film explores the difference 

between the trans experience across a 40 

year generational gap, the impacts on 

community, social change and their 

significant others while navigating the 

experiences of transitioning in Regional 

Victoria. 

 

https://www.internationalwomensday.com/


 

To watch the three minute trailer, Click 

Here 

To watch the full documentary, Click Here 

 

  
 

 

 

 

Women's Health Loddon Mallee raises the 

voices of central Victorian women with 

compromised immune systems 

 

The regional women's health service is 

raising the voices of those that are 

considered at risk of becoming seriously ill 

or hospitalised as a result of contracting 

COVID-19. 

 

To read the article, Click Here 
 

 

 

 

Tell Your Story 

 

A current Research Project at La Trobe 

University calls for local LGBTQA+ people to 

tell their story. 

 

To get involved, contact Sean Mulcahy 

on s.mulcahy@latrobe.edu.au 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D0n0FrmR_5E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D0n0FrmR_5E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H_FKnWUykuI
https://www.bendigoadvertiser.com.au/story/7595437/whlm-raises-the-voices-of-women-with-compromised-immune-systems/?cs=3337


 

 

CERSH Community of Practice Meetings in 

Loddon Mallee 

 

CERSH has established four sexual health 

networks across regional Victoria. Workers 

in the clinical, health promotion, education, 

youth and related fields are welcome to 

attend network meetings in their local 

area.  

 

To access the meetings calendar, Click Here 

To find out more, Click Here  
 

 

Sector News 

 

 

 

‘Boys Do Cry’ campaign channels The Cure 

to help overcome stigma around men’s 

mental health 

 

The music video accompanying the song 

sees a choir of 30 men from diverse 

communities singing in a circle, challenging 

traditional masculine stereotypes, and 

encouraging guys to reach out for help and 

check in on their mates. 

 

To read the article and watch the 

video, Click Here 
 

https://mcusercontent.com/6c57fae2a819261a2327907e6/files/9c59ec68-29b5-75ff-92d2-cd0d0deda0dd/CoP_Calendar_of_Events_2022.01.pdf
https://medicine.unimelb.edu.au/cersh/engage/rural-networks?mc_cid=710c12dee2&mc_eid=47a4694da8
https://www.marketingmag.com.au/hubs-c/boys-do-cry-campaign-channels-the-cure-to-help-overcome-stigma-around-mens-mental-health/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Marketing_N_2_December_2021_ID36176


 

 

 

A record number of women got active in 

2021! 

 

Thanks to organisations across the state 

This Girl Can is proud to share that in 2021, 

just over 340,000 women aged 18-65 were 

inspired to get active after seeing the This 

Girl Can – Victoria campaign. That’s 1 in 6 

women! What’s even better? 4 months 

after the campaign ended, 81% of women 

who did something active kept it up!  

 

To get involved with This Girl Can and find 

out more, Click Here 
 

 

 

 

GEN VIC's Recovery and Resilience 22/23 

State Budget Submission 

 

GEN VIC’s State Budget Submission 22-23 is 

calling for innovations that will guard 

against concerning trends after a disaster, 

calling for investments that create jobs 

equally for men, women and gender diverse 

people rather than investing in gender-

segregated job creation. COVID-19 has been 

a public health disaster and it needs public 

health led recovery. 

 

To read the submission, Click Here 
 

https://thisgirlcan.com.au/?utm_campaign=TGCresultsrelease&utm_content=ebully01122021&utm_medium=email&utm_source=digital&mc_cid=710c12dee2&mc_eid=47a4694da8
https://www.genvic.org.au/focus-areas/gender-equal-economics/from-recovery-to-resilience/


 

Events 

 

 

 

2022 ANROWS National Research 

Conference on Violence against Women 

 

Join ANROWS, practitioners, policy 

designers, people with lived experience and 

researchers from around Australia and the 

world to connect, collaborate and share 

understandings of how the evidence is - and 

should be - used to address policy 

priorities. Join online for four days of 

sessions. Structured around research and 

policy priority topics, the conference will 

offer flexible attendance and provides 

accessible features and new ways to engage 

both with the content and with peers. 

 

When: 22nd - 25th February, 2022 

Where: online 

 

To find out more and book, Click Here 
 

 

 

 

Feminist February 

 

For every Wednesday during the month of 

February, GEN VIC will be presenting 

exclusive talks and seminars on a range of 

feminist topics with an aim to stretch and 

challenge the thinking of health 

communities.  

 

When: every Wednesday, 1pm - 2pm in 

February 

Where: online 

 

To find out more and book, Click Here 
 

https://anrows.delegateconnect.co/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fblpcp.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D6c57fae2a819261a2327907e6%26id%3D13f0b10fe0%26e%3D47a4694da8&data=04%7C01%7Ckatevigo%40bchs.com.au%7C912e9901f58f41dddfe008d9db92e4cd%7C76359626654a4f1bbb1529ab30fb8d1c%7C0%7C0%7C637782247762809128%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=cyRA%2BwwR4a1sENJxCDwQeWvMoyPw2ht7p04xbhbY%2FN8%3D&reserved=0


 

News Stories 

 

 

 

Domestic violence escalated as COVID-19 

pandemic created 'perfect conditions' for 

abusers 

• One in 12 women living with a 

partner experienced physical 

violence when the pandemic 

started 

• Half of women said domestic 

violence increased at the start of 

the pandemic 

• Domestic violence workers 

reported an increase in controlling 

behaviour during the pandemic 

To read the article, Click Here 
 

 

Listen 

 

 

 

Jess Hill: a new kind of power 

ABC's Conversations with Richard Fidler, 

Sarah Kanowski 

 

Hear Jess Hill on Conversations talk about 

her life work and life story.   

 

To listen to the episode, Click Here 
 

  

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-01-21/covid-19-pandemic-was-perfect-conditions-for-domestic-violence/100770418?utm_campaign=abc_news_web&utm_content=link&utm_medium=content_shared&utm_source=abc_news_web
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/conversations/jess-hill-domestic-violence-metoo-women-men-power-relationships/13645086


 

Links / eNews / Updates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://mailchi.mp/genvic/budgetsubmission2223?e=8d62ca868b
https://www.ourwatch.org.au/news/
https://mailchi.mp/253df751e1a0/mav-prevention-of-violence-against-women-and-promotion-of-gender-equality-items-of-interest-11236066
https://www.anrows.org.au/news/
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal5
https://www.wgea.gov.au/newsroom?mc_cid=fbba59fa05&mc_eid=UNIQID
https://thevictorianwomenstrust.cmail20.com/t/ViewEmail/d/5D46F1EAFA9D59F22540EF23F30FEDED/CD9D7ECE36F3E673FCACEB58A033025D?alternativeLink=False
https://womensagenda.com.au/


 

 

  

 

 

 

If you have received this newsletter and choose to unsubscribe you can unsubscribe from this 

list 

 

 

  

Copyright © 2022 Bendigo Loddon Primary Care Partnership, All rights reserved. 

You are receiving this email because you are a colleague or supporter of The Gender Equity 

Coalition for Greater Bendigo. 

 

Our mailing address is: 

Bendigo Loddon Primary Care Partnership 

127 King St 

BENDIGO, VIC 3550 

Australia 

 

Add us to your address book 

https://blpcp.us3.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=6c57fae2a819261a2327907e6&id=f800ceb8bc&e=%5bUNIQID%5d&c=fbba59fa05
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https://blpcp.us3.list-manage.com/vcard?u=6c57fae2a819261a2327907e6&id=f800ceb8bc
http://www.mailchimp.com/email-referral/?utm_source=freemium_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral_marketing&aid=6c57fae2a819261a2327907e6&afl=1


 

 

 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list 

 

 

 

 

 

https://blpcp.us3.list-manage.com/profile?u=6c57fae2a819261a2327907e6&id=f800ceb8bc&e=%5bUNIQID%5d&c=fbba59fa05
https://blpcp.us3.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=6c57fae2a819261a2327907e6&id=f800ceb8bc&e=%5bUNIQID%5d&c=fbba59fa05
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